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Saint Peter’s Church,  

Woodmansterne  

February Monthly Newsletter  

  

Welcome to this month’s newsletter! If you have an activity or something uplifting to share 

please do get in touch:  office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk  We hope you enjoy this month’s 

newsletter.  
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A WORD FROM REV. JOHN ITUMU 

Years back as a young Christian, I ‘eavesdropped’ on a conversation between my uncle and his 

friend. Over a cuppa this friend bewailed how his church was filling up with folk whose main 

preoccupation seemed to be a readiness to say what Jesus had done for them (in that context, 

called a testimony). ‘It all seems to be nothing else but the Bible for these folks with fundamental 

bent, even with the ongoing fundraising for our new modern church building,’ this man lamented. 

More torrent poured forth; ‘I don’t give testimonies about Jesus, but without me, where would 

their building project be?’ Recoiling at the far end of the table, I felt the urgent need to respond 

with a theologically sound rebuttal. Surely something profound needed to be said urgently to this 

wealthy man. Unfortunately, I felt neither theologically proficient for this nor is it polite (in that 

culture) for young men to intrude into their elders’ conversation.  

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast - Ephesians 2:8 

 

This excerpt from a longer discourse by the apostle Paul reminds us both what a human being is 

by nature and what we can become by the grace of God in Christ. By our very nature, we are 

dead in our sins. As an awakening about this dire condition dawns on us and as we surrender to 

Christ’s authority, we become increasingly conformed to the original articles we were meant to be. 

It is what Jesus refers to as living to the full (John 10.10). In this process however, our human 

nature still lingers, and we are inclined to put high regard on our religious deeds and 

philanthropy, our busyness for the church and the pride in so doing.  

 

But in God’s saving design, there is no room for human merit. Here is how it works. God in Christ 

has poured free and undeserved mercy towards us – grace – which we need to receive for 

ourselves in humble trust – faith. Both grace and faith are God’s gifts. They are the ingredients of 

the experience that human beings who encounter Christ describe as being ‘born again’. 

 

So what then? I am aware this is more easily written about than practised. Practising our faith in 

the market place, in our offices and even sometimes in our homes can be a recipe for rebuke and 

criticism. And with new atheism and scepticism about organized ‘religion’ kicking about, it doesn’t 

make things easier. What can we say? A leading theologian commenting about this quandary 

offers a useful suggestion: ‘...being able to describe what God means to you, and what difference 

it makes to your life as a believer is often helpful to people who would genuinely like to know 

what makes people believe. It will involve sitting down and thinking through this. She encourages 

us to ‘argue our corner in the face of scornful dismissal’. It does not require a theology degree! 

Amen. 
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Service sheets and accompanying You Tube messages are being produced and distributed every 

week. You can catch up with the weekly messages at St Peter's Church, Woodmansterne You 

Tube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl9hrwcOXgd7g8lg9WVqg7A  

We have one Sunday service – 9.00am via Zoom video conferencing.   

If you want to receive more information about any of the above or would like to have a chat with 

someone please do get in touch with us: rector@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or ring 01737 423892.   

 

Praise and Prayer - now fortnightly on a Wednesday evening. The February Praise and Prayers 

will be Wednesday 3rd and 17th February. Zoom details to follow nearer the time. If you have 

trouble accessing Zoom or want to join by phone contact Rachel: cfm@saintpeterschurch.org.uk  

 

Woodmansterne Charities  

A local charity, which can help people who are struggling to pay fuel bills. To qualify, you must live 

in the Parish of Woodmansterne. If you would like to be considered for assistance then please 

contact us: office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or 07816293554.  

 

Library Direct - Library direct is a free service bringing your selected library books directly to you.  

The service provides: 

 An extended loan period 

 No overdue charges 

 Free reservations for items held in Surrey stock 

 

Surrey libraries have an excellent selection of books in standard and large print to suit your 

personal reading tastes and interests.  We also stock a wide variety of audio books which can be 

played using a standard CD player 

To take advantage of this free service contact Edwina Hughes on 01737 371894 or mobile 07973 

212476. 
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CHRISTMAS WINDOWS 

You may have noticed that during Advent a scene of the Christmas story appeared in a 

hall window each week and an extra window for Christmas Eve. If you didn’t manage to 

see the windows here is a picture of all the windows.  

Thank you to Christmas windows team and the Lighthouse children for all their hard 

work.  

  

Thank you also to those who sent a photo of their Christmas scene at home. Here’s 

some photos: 
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CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND YOUTH UPDATE 

The past few months has continued to involve a lot of Zooms, recording You Tube 

videos and making up a variety of bags. We’re glad we stocked up on paper bags in the 

Summer! 

Messy Church  

We’ve been delivering Messy Church bags since October. Here’s an advent 

wreath being ‘lit’ by the sunlight. It’s lovely to see pictures of the children’s 

creations. If you know a child who lives locally and would like a Messy 

Church bag get in touch with Rachel cfm@saintpeterschurch.org.uk. 

  

Hopscotch toddler group 

The Hopscotch team continue to keep in touch with families. 

During the Autumn term they gave out monthly craft bags as well 

as a Christmas bag including a present and a Nativity story.  

  

 

 

Christingle 

This year we gave out Christingle bags, including everything you need to 

put together your own Christingle at home. There was also a short talk to 

watch on You Tube. Usually we would have a collection for the Children’s 

Society at the Christingle Service. This year there was a collection taken at 

Crib service instead which raised £45. To find out more about the work of 

the Children’s Society see p9. 

 

   Lighthouse 

Lighthouse children’s church has been meeting on Zoom since the Summer 

term. It’s been lovely to see the children and still be able to meet virtually. 

It’s a short session including a game and a Bible story. 

 

 

 

Youth Group 

A Youth Bible study group launched in September. We meet on Zoom fortnightly on 

Sunday evenings. It has included different games, such as charades, a Bible study and 

prayer time. 

 



6  

 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR REV. JOHN ITUMU 

 

The last year has made it difficult for us to get to know our new Rector so we thought we would 

ask John a couple of questions to find out a bit about him.  

If you have your own questions for John please do email them to office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk.  

 

What was it like where you grew up? 

My upbringing was in both rural and urban Kenya, but mostly rural. Then, my father was an 

Anglican priest and they were frequently moved around the vast diocese. Of the two, I preferred 

the rural environment for its sheer diversity and sense of connectedness to the soil and seasons. 

The drought seasons were quite prolonged and often harsh, sometimes resulting in famine.  

 

Here, I also learnt first-hand the ways of my cultural group which included subsistence farming and 

the general rhythm of life again dictated by the seasons. Folks were friendly, knew and genuinely 

cared for each other. There was an unspoken code of beneficence towards those who were 

struggling. 

  

 

How did you become a Christian? 

Growing up in home where dad was a vicar and mum was a street evangelist at heart meant that I 

was not only well versed with the Bible story, but also knew the liturgy and most hymns by heart. 

Basically, as a child, there was no escaping the church experience. As a young adult, going to 

church therefore continued largely as a good Sunday habit and to keep the family honour. Away 

from their gaze, my life was a totally different, sometimes even a mess.  

 

One Sunday morning however, as the familiar passage in Luke 5 where Jesus called Simon Peter 

was preached, it suddenly found a new meaning. In the passage, Jesus asks Peter to put out his 

nets into the deep sea. Peter nicely argues that they (with his professional fishermen colleagues) 

have been fishing all night without success. He however obliges, because Jesus has said so, and 

tells him as much.  

 

On my way home, I felt like Peter – that I had been fishing in all my very good and privileged life 

but really caught nothing. All alone, I knelt on our long driveway and asked Jesus to take control of 

my life. It was as if a huge load was lifted off me. When I shared this at my church the following 

Sunday, there wasn’t a dry eye (almost literally) in the house. My life has never been the same. 

 

 

 

                                

mailto:office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk
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 Nepal: Give thanks for the opening of International Nepal Fellowship’s palliative care building,   

the first dedicated palliative care unit in the country. CMS mission associate Dan Munday has been 

pivotal in helping to establish this and the promotion of palliative care in Nepal. 

 

Lebanon: The number of COVID cases has risen dramatically and the hospitals are full, even 

having to turn patients away. Pray for overwhelmed healthcare workers; for strength to keep going 

in the face of extreme circumstances. 

 

Central African Republic: Rebel groups started fighting again ahead of presidential elections at 

the end of December. Villages have been destroyed and people were forced to flee, and fighting 

has continued in towns throughout the country since the election. Please pray urgently for an end 

to the violence in CAR. 

 

Sudan: Ongoing fighting in Tigray, Ethiopia, is causing hundreds to cross the border into Sudan 

every night, and the International Rescue Committee reports that over 60,000 people have now 

been received. 1,200 of these refugees are pregnant women and 130 live births are expected in 

the camps shortly. Pray for food, water, sanitation and medical care for these refugees, and for a 

resolution to the conflict in Tigray. 

 

Brazil’s COVID levels have remained generally high during much of the pandemic and it has been 

discovered recently that a new strain is circulating in the country, which may make the virus more 

contagious. Even so, many continue to ignore guidelines or restrictions. Pray for the people of 

Brazil, for them to find hope in Jesus during this dark time. 

 

 Bolivia and Peru: Pray for the people of these countries as they deal with the effects of 

widespread flooding. Pray for help to reach those who need it and for comfort for those who have 

lost loved ones, possessions or even their livelihood. 

 

Argentina:  After many months of no COVID-19 cases in the area, numbers are now rising. Pray 

also for local partners in northern Argentina, bishops Crisanto Rojas and Mateo Alto.  

Pray for all of those across Latin America currently suffering, particularly those unwell with COVID-

19 and for those who have lost loved ones. Pray that the coming year will see an end to the 

pandemic and a move towards a hope-filled future in Christ. Pray for CMS people in mission across 

Latin America to continue to share the good news of Jesus Christ with those around them and that 

many might be transformed by receiving Christ into their lives. 
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               BUS STOP CAFÉ QUIZ 

 

 

As we are no longer able to meet up at the Bus Stop Cafe on Thursday mornings for a chat over a 

cup of coffee and a bacon roll, Gill See, Angela Leeson and I, decided to have a Zoom quiz for our 

customers. Sadly not everyone is able to do Zoom, so I do try to keep in touch with those people. 

Gill is our IT expert. Playing music rounds; showing pictures and reading the questions and 

answers. 

We are very lucky to have Angela to devise the quizzes for us, as she has had many years of 

experience. She has tailored the quizzes to suit most people and so far no one has gone away with 

“Nil point!” Only the person with the top score is revealed and there are no prizes, just the “Glory” 

of winning! 

 At the beginning of the Quiz week, Sandra Hopkins sends out the Zoom Link for whoever wants to 

join in. We meet fortnightly starting at 10 am promptly. 

After the quiz, we have a chance to chat together as group. We want to keep the spirit of the cafe 

very much alive. People have said that they enjoy seeing everyone and have found the Quiz great 

fun and Angela assures us it is very good for those grey cells in our brains! 

If you would like to join in please contact Sandra, Gill or myself. The next quiz will be on January 

28th. 

Everyone is welcome.    

 

Sally Frost. 

 

SUDOKU PUZZLES 

 

                          EASY                                    MEDIUM  
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            CHILDREN’S SOCIETY UPDATE 

 

 

Hello, I’m Jon, I both volunteer and work for The Children’s Society. I wanted to give an update 

how COVID-19 has impacted The Children’s Society. 

During the past year, The Children’s Society has been busy recreating our services, to provide 

them in a digital world.  We’ve had to ship equipment to young people, like laptops and smart 

phones to ensure the young people that didn’t have them had a way to connect with our project 

workers. 

I wanted to share my personal experience in my volunteer role for The Children’s Society and how 

lockdown has impacted this.  

I’m a volunteer befriender in the Refugee and Migrant team, which works with young people who 

have often fled war torn countries, and are separated from their families. They often have no 

support networks here and limited opportunities to make friends. 

I meet face to face with a young person, to do an activity that we’ve chosen together, such as 

visiting a famous London landmark or museum, or playing games or sports. This helps the young 

person get familiar with their new city. I personally was overwhelmed with my first visit to London 

as teenager, not knowing if you tap in or out of buses. Can you imagine how it would be for a 

young person from another country? 

These activities would help them get an understanding of British Culture, improve their English and 

build their confidence.    

Well since the lockdown, this has stopped. We’ve replaced these with weekly catch up calls, which 

were quite tricky, as it’s more difficult to communicate on the phone across a language barrier.   

Fortunately technology is a big helper, we’ve recreated things we were doing before by taking 

online tours of museums or zoos – something we can do at the same time. 

Despite the challenges we continue to walk towards the young people that society crosses the road 

to avoid. These young people have something within them, that something is hope.   

We counsel, support and campaign for the young people whose hopes and happiness are the most 

threatened by abuse, exploitation and neglect. We couldn't do that without the help of our 

supporters. 

Lastly some headline figures, in the past year we worked with 11,500 children giving them 

specialist support on whatever issue they had. 4.4 million young people have benefited from 

changes in law that we fought for- including a lift in the benefits freeze.  

I do hope I’ve given you an idea of how we’ve recreated our services during lockdown. We couldn’t 

do so without the support from parishes like St Peters. THANK YOU! 

The support we’ve received this year from St Peters is fantastic. You’re one of the few 

parishes who have actually increased their giving during the year of the pandemic.  
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THIS MONTHS RECIPE - ORIENTAL SALMON STEAKS 

 

2 Tablespoon Hoisin sauce 

2 Tablespoon dark soy sauce 

1 Tablespoon sesame oil 

½ teaspoon Chinese five spice powder 

1 Tablespoon clear honey 

1 clove garlic crushed 

1 Teaspoon root ginger, peeled and grated 

4 Salmon steaks or Scottish lock trout fillets 

 

Combine all the ingredients, add the salmon steaks (or trout) and leave to marinate for a couple 

of hours. 

 

Remove from the marinade and place under a preheated grill for 8-10 minutes, turning 
occasionally and basting with the marinade until thoroughly cooked. 

 

Serve with plain boiled rice and a stir fry of very thinly sliced carrots, courgette, beansprouts, 
baby sweetcorn and broccoli florets. 

 

This recipe could easily serve for a Valentine Day meal on the 14th. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

 Ann Kayser 
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YOUR GARDEN IN FEBRUARY BY A WOODMANSTERNE GARDENER 

 

Take a walk around any of our lanes and footpaths in February (assuming we are still allowed our 

walks) and the catkins on the hazels and birches remind us that spring is on the way, time to get 
out in the garden and enjoy those days of watery sunshine. 

If you grow winter flowering heathers, trim them lightly with shears when they have finished 

flowering.  It is a great temptation to leave them as often they are the only bright spot of colour, 
but if left they will become woody and leggy. 

Check if frost or snow has lifted the rootball of any newly planted trees and shrubs and firm them 

back into the ground.  Don’t ram them in which could cause damage to the roots.  If the trees 
have been tied in also check that they are secure and not cutting in, or have worked their way 
loose. 

This time of year is a good time to prune most roses if not done earlier.  (Some people prune 
roses in November).  Remember to remove the 4 D’s - dead, dying, damaged or diseased stems, 
then according to their flowering period, prune back all growth aiming to create a rounded open-       

centred bush.  Ramblers and climbing roses should have been pruned earlier. 

Hardy shrubs that flower on new wood in the summer - the Butterfly bush (buddleja davidii) and 
Perovskia (Russian sage) can be pruned later in the month.   

Again, on the pruning theme, grasses which are deciduous i.e. Miscanthus, can also be pruned, 
but before you do, check for new growth at ground level.   If none, delay until new growth is seen 

- the old tatty growth providing protection. 

Bamboos have been popular recently.  They can get out of hand, so now is the time to remove 
damaged and spindly canes cutting them back to soil level.  If the canes are yellow or black make 

a feature of them by stripping the lower leaves off.  Take care not to disturb the panda!! 

In the vegetable plot broad beans can be sown directly into the soil or if too wet or frozen sow in 
pots and keep under cover (remember mice love pea and bean seed) until soil conditions and 

weather are suitable. 

If you need to renovate and /or prune deciduous hedges finish the job by the end of the month, 
before the nesting season for birds starts.  The robins in our garden are already acting peacefully 

to one another and not chasing them off their territory. 

Clean out or put up nesting boxes for the birds and please continue to feed them and put out 
clean fresh water every day.   

Take the time to check over houseplants.  Give them a spray of warm water and/or dust the 
leaves to freshen them up.  They will still benefit from south facing window sills this month. 
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 IT’S PANTO TIME!  OH NO IT ISN’T! 

 

Alas not this year. The beginning of February each year, is usually an exciting time for the junior 

WODS and you the audiences, as they are about to present their annual pantomime. They look 

forward to bringing you entertainment which is full of uplifting silliness, outrageous costumes, 

really awful jokes, and mistakes that really don't matter! I hope the following will give you a little 

pantomime cheer. 

 

In most panto stories, there is a journey that covers temptation which is hard to resist, adventures 

including the wrath of the baddie, and the inevitable good guy the principal girl usually falls in love 

with and marries. Not to mention the dubious 'dame' and the lovable village idiot amongst others. 

 

Here are a few favourite characters:  

 

Cinderella loses her slipper in her rush to leave the ball by midnight. Hansel and Gretel are lost in 

the petrified forest and have found their way to the gingerbread house, unaware that it is the 

home of the wicked witch, despite the audience warning: “Don't ring the bell!”  

 

Now for the interval: 

 

 

In the meantime, Sleeping Beauty is in a coma and loses a few years because the silly girl disobeys 

orders: “Don't touch the spinning wheel!” Humpty Dumpty falls off the wall all because he is too fat 

and clumsy! On the other side of the wall, Jack climbs the beanstalk and although he hears the 

wicked giant above chanting “Fee fi fo fum” continues his climb regardless. 

 

Fortunately there is nearly always the proverbial Good Fairy standing by in the wings ready to sing 

an encouraging song or two, such as: You've got a Friend in me, Don't Stop Believing, (Have a 

Little) Patience, When You Believe (in Miracles), not forgetting the classics: Always Look on the 

Bright Side of Life and Whistle a Happy Tune. There is generally a moral to a panto story and 

always a happy ending. Next year we hope you will be able to be part of this wonderful tradition. 

 

Oh yes you will!! 

 

Happy New Year. Stay safe and “Don't Let the Sun Catch You Crying” (Gerry and the Pacemakers). 

Margaret Chorlton.  
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LAUGHTER LINES 

Seen on a birthday card: 

Forget about the past, You can't change it.  

Forget about the future, You can't predict it. 

Forget about the present, I didn't buy you one. 

I called the RSPCA today to report I had just found a suitcase in the woods containing a fox and 
four cubs. "That's terrible," she said. "Are they moving?”   

"I'm not sure, to be honest," I replied, "But that would explain the suitcase." 

A primary teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. As she got to 
one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.  

The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."    

The teacher blinked: "But no one knows what God looks like."    

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, "They will in a minute”. 

Continuing pop songs with lyrics that could have unintended applications to the 
Christian faith. 

Take a chance on me.  ABBA [edited] The King James bible this is not. 

But the invitation is the same.  A ' cool ' God could say:- 

Take a chance on me, if you need me let me know. 

If you've got no place to go, if you're feeling down. 

If you let me try, my love is strong enough, 

to last when things are tough. 

Gonna be around. 

 

 SUDOKU SOLUTIONS    

              EASY                                                                               MEDIUM  
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